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Judiciary Committee Members, 

 

I am the Founder and Executive Director of Civic Trust Public Lobbying Company.  Civic Trust is a non-profit c4 

statewide organization that takes civic engagement beyond voting.  Our advocacy trainings and lobbying services 

are free to our members.  Today, I am speaking in support of H.B. No. 6642 (RAISED) AN ACT 

ESTABLISHING A CHILD NURSERY FACILITY AT THE CONNECTICUT CORRECTIONAL 

INSTITUTION, NIANTIC.  
Connecticut is one of the 8 states that currently, have a community-based residential program for mothers in the 

criminal justice system and their children.  It shows that Connecticut understands the need for both the parent and 

children to bond.  In 2003, Alison Cunningham and Linda Baker created a study funded by the National Crime 

Prevention Centre named, Waiting for Mommy: Giving a Voice to the Hidden Victims of Imprisonment.  What  

 

Cunningham and Baker discovered are results most of know. 

 Parental separation triggered by incarceration is different than separation for other reasons 

 Separation because of maternal incarceration is more destabilizing for children than paternal incarceration 

 The stresses and changes associated with maternal incarceration often act on an already challenged family 

system 

 Children of incarcerated mothers (and fathers) have an elevated vulnerability to criminal behavior themselves 

 

In 2009, Women’s Prison Association released a study, Mothers, Infants, and Imprisonment: A National Look at 

Prison Nurseries and Community-Based Alternatives. There were no surprises to their findings for those of us who 

have lived it first hand or wished a nursery program was available inside York, CI. 

  

Women who participate in a prison nursery program show lower rates of recidivism, and their children show no 

adverse affects as a result of their participation.  By keeping mothers and infants together, these programs prevent 

foster care placement and allow for the formation of maternal/child bonds during a critical period of infant 

development. 

  

Most women in prison nursery programs present little risk to public safety. The issues that bring most women in 

contact with the criminal justice system – drug addiction, lack of education, poverty – are better addressed in a 

community setting than in prison.  Mothers should be able to access educational and vocational services while 

participating in a mother-child program, as they will be expected to serve as both mothers and employees after 

their release. 

  

Thank you. 

  

LaResse Harvey, Founder/Executive Director 

Civic Trust Public Lobbying Company 

http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=HB06642&which_year=2013
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